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A decade of service
Alternative Break Program has sent students to New Orleans since 2005
By Caroline Jansen
The Breeze

Orleans suffered back to the JMU
community.

As the semester draws to a close,
many students look to Thanksgiving break as a relief from their heavy
course loads. Although some plan on
being with their families, a group of
passionate individuals decided to do
something different with their time.
The Alternative Break Program is
celebrating its 10th year of service by
returning to New Orleans this Friday.
Volunteers will return from this trip
one week later on Friday, Nov. 27. This
year also marks the 10th year since
Hurricane Katrina displaced thousands as it hit along the Gulf Coast,
primarily in New Orleans. ABP plans
to send 63 volunteers, including JMU
students, faculty, staff and alumni
back to New Orleans to aid in restoring the homes devastated in the 2005
hurricane. Although 10 years have
passed since the hurricane struck,
30,000 homes are still waiting to be
rebuilt according to Devin Joseph, a
student site leader for thisyear’s trip.
Joseph, a senior biology major,
has volunteered on six alternative
break trips and led three. She relates
the devastation the people of New

“JMU has a spirit of
service and when
a community like
New Orleans gets
destroyed, it’s
like JMU getting
destroyed — our
community
getting destroyed.”
Devin Joseph
senior biology major
and site leader

“JMU has a spirit of service and
when a community like New Orleans
gets destroyed, it’s like JMU getting
destroyed — our community getting
destroyed,” Joseph said. “You want to
go help, and the people there have so
much hope even after everything that
has happened.”

ABP is teaming up with Project
Homecoming, a nonprofit organization that was founded because of
the devastation Hurricane Katrina
caused. Jeremy Hawkins, the assistant director for Festival Conference
and Student Center and faculty staff
leader on this ABP trip, explained the
significance Project Homecoming has
on these destroyed communities.
“They work with volunteer groups
to provide free labor for people trying to rebuild their homes,” Hawkins
said. “So the homeowner will provide
the money to buy the materials, and
then Project Homecoming will provide the volunteer labor to actually
do the building.”
Project Homecoming recently established a new program. The
Project Homecoming team will hire
members of the New Orleans community and provide them with the skills
needed to reconstruct these homes.
These employees will walk away from
the program as — electricians, plumbers and roofersjobs volunteers can’t
do. Not only does this aim to aid in
the reconstruction process, but it also
aims to builds the necessary life skills

courtesy of jeremy Hawkins

For the past 10 years, students have volunteered in New Orleans. Students will
return to Louisiana to restore homes this year, and will leave Friday.

see ABP, page 8

Madison Connection aims to link with alumni
Office of Annual Giving receives donations through student-run call center

By Michael Better
The Breeze

Colleges and universities have the appearance of being wealthy
institutions, which just keep getting richer by increasing tuition
rates. But that isn’t always the case, especially at JMU. These institutions depend on private funding in order to keep running and
providing opportunities for its students.
“Obviously, running a university this size is very expensive,” said
Brad Polen, senior communications major and student manager
at Madison Connection, which is the student-staffed donation
request call center. “The amount of money they collect in tuition
basically keeps the lights on. That’s really all it does. It covers the
bare essentials. The donations cover all of the other stuff.”
JMU receives funds to keep the school running in three different ways: state funding, student tuition and private contributions.
Madison Connection deals with all private donations up to $1,000.
Any contributors who donate more than $1,000 annually become
members of the President’s Council.
“The reason we are called Madison Connection is we really want
to make that connection and get [alumni] back to understanding what is happening on campus, but also to understand them
and what they are passionate about and what they enjoyed as a

Abbey Blouch / The Breeze

Kirby Collett, junior, works at JMU’s student call center.

student and getting their perspective,” Gretchen Armentrout, assistant director in the Office of Annual Giving, said.

Expert advice

JMU research center surveys alumni on the student experience

Skye Hagood, a junior media arts and design major, has been
working at Madison Connection for two years. She elaborated on
the importance of connections with alumni in order to increase
private funding.
“Yes we ask for donations, but we are about building that rapport with Madison’s past for Madison’s future,” Hagood said. “One
fact we really utilize is 93 percent of people who say they love
JMU are alums specifically, but only 7 percent give back. That is
super low.”
JMU has over 22,000 different funds that can be donated to,
but the Office of Annual Giving and Madison Connection have a
priority set of funds they push for donations to go to. If a donor
would like to give a general contribution to the university, that goes
toward the Madison Vision fund, which President Jon Alger has
discretion over in terms of how the money in the fund can be used.
Other funds Madison Connection prioritizes are the Madison
Forever Scholarship Fund, which is a one-time grant for students
who suddenly have an unforeseen financial situation, the Faculty
Success Fund, which helps JMU recruit and keep faculty members, the athletics fund (Duke Club) and the Madison Endowment.
The Madison Endowment is managed by the nonprofit JMU
see connection, page 4

Home court hopes
JMU prepares to host conference tournament

By Molly O’Toole
The Breeze

They say hindsight is 20/20, and the JMU
Office of Institutional Research is trying to take
advantage of that to help current students.
A link to OIR’s annual alumni advice survey
was emailed to JMU juniors and seniors Monday. Titled “This is Not Your Father Talking,” the
survey contains advice from 2012 JMU alumni
on how to prepare for life post-graduation. The
class of 2012 received the survey in December
2013. Out of an estimate of 600 potential respondents, about 250 to 300 responded to the survey.
The advice touches on topics like resumes,
internships, graduate school and more.
“Over the years, we just started out asking general questions, and then we thought, ‘What do
you wish you had done your junior or senior year
that would have helped you?’” Frank Doherty,
the director of OIR, said.
Alumni responses not only talk about internships and resumes, but about important life skills
needed after graduation. One alum responded,
“I wish I had practice with real-life training —
how to apply for jobs, interview, negotiate salary,
etc.”
The survey also includes a section on resources on campus that alumni wish they had used,
such as the Career and Academic Planning
department and career fairs. Another section,
titled “Starting Sooner,” includes things that JMU
alumni wish they had done earlier in their college careers, like working on their resumes or
Kelsey Harding / The Breeze

Join the
Fight

Organization uses social media
to combat extremism
News | 3

see feedback, page 4

Sam Taylor / The Breeze

Kate Whitmire, junior outside hitter, spikes a ball over the net in Tuesday’s practice.
By Sammy Criscitello
The Breeze

The JMU volleyball team is set to host
the Colonial Athletic Association tournament this weekend after emerging as
the top seed during regular season play
by claiming the regular season title.
Although JMU, Towson University, the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington and Hofstra University all
finished 12-4 in conference play, JMU
clinched the top seed with a 4-2 record
against each of these three opponents.
“This is the first time we’ve hosted

Dukes down
the aisle
Senior and alumnus discuss
the married life
Life | 7

the CAA tournament since 2002,” head
coach Lauren Steinbrecher said. “We’ve
got a great group, they’re fun to be
around and they work very hard.”
As the top seed, the Dukes will
get a bye in the quarterfinal round.
They’ll first play Saturday at 5 p.m.
in the semifinals in hopes of winning the CAA tournament for the
first time since 2000 this Saturday at
5 p.m. The Dukes will face the winner of the No. 5-seeded College of
Charleston (18-12, 10-6 CAA) vs. No.

TODAY WILL BE

Showers
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see CAA, page 10
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•

Katrina Hatahet’s name as Katrina Hatchet. In addition,
the quotes that start with “We see these attacks occurring over and over again...” and “Currently the lives of the
refugees in Syria...” were attributed to Natasha Yaqub,
but were said by Hatahet.
The Nov. 16 story “Focus on the future” incorrectly attributed the quote that starts with “We’d like to think of
ourselves as problem solvers...” to Chris Ashley. It was
actually said by Daniel Phonelath.

English Conversation Club: Thanksgiving @
Student Success Center, room 1160, 5 to 6 p.m.

Nov. 19

Throwback Thursdays @ The Artful Dodger, free
admission with college ID, 9 p.m. to midnight
Start Making Sense: Talking Heads Tribute @
Clementine Main Stage, $15 tickets, 9 p.m.

breezeeditor@gmail.com

Public Star Party @ John C. Wells Planetarium,
6 to 8 p.m., scheduled the last Friday of every
month

MANAGING EDITOR
LAUREN HUNT

Nov. 20

NEWS DESK
breezenews@gmail.com

HarriSwingburg Swing Dance @ 292 N. Liberty
Street, $5, beginner lesson from 7:30 to 8 p.m,
dance from 8 to 10:30 p.m.
Fall Break begins: Residence Halls close @ 4 p.m.

LIFE DESK
breezearts@gmail.com

SPORTS DESK

mostly sunny
55°/31°

EMAIL breezecopy@gmail.com

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WAYNE EPPS JR.
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AM showers
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Corrections
•
The Nov. 16 story “’Proud and Strong’” misspelled
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MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.

Today

Nov. 21

breezesports@gmail.com

JMU home football game vs. Villanova @
Bridgeforth Stadium, noon
JMU men’s basketball game vs. Oral Roberts @
Convocation Center, 7:30 p.m.

OPINION DESK

Brunch @ Billy Jack’s Wing and Draft Shack,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

breezeopinion@gmail.com

COPY DESK
breezecopy@gmail.com

Nov. 22

PHOTO

JMU men’s basketball game vs. UT-Martin @
Convocation Center, 3:30 p.m.
Claire Lynch Band @ Clemetine Main Stage, $20
tickets, 8 to 10 p.m.

breezephotography@gmail.com
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breezevideo1@gmail.com
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Leaders skirt issue of France calls for help to Attack at French
Russian bombing
fight Islamic State
stadium failed

New US-backed
offensive advances

McClatchy Foreign Staff
MARKETING & CIRCULATION
MANAGER

TURKEY — At the first summit with
President Vladimir Putin since he ordered
Russian forces into Syria, a group of 20
AD DESIGNERS
world leaders Sunday said little about RusCAROLINE DAVIS
sia’s controversial war tactics, which include
bombing hospitals, using cluster bombs
KAYLAN WOOD
against civilians and a scorched-earth polIZZY CIANO
icy that’s driven 200,000 people from their
homes.
Download our
mobile app at
According to a United Nations report citbreezejmu.org.
ing local humanitarian agencies, Russian
and Syrian government bombing displaced at least 90,000 civilians from south
of Aleppo in the past week alone, on top of
/TheBreezeJMU
120,000 forced from their homes or temporary housing in Idlib since the Russian
intervention began Sept. 30.
Physicians for Human Rights, a U.S.
nongovernmental organization, charged
@TheBreezeJMU
Sunday that Russia had attacked 10 Syrian
@BreezeNewsJMU
@TheBreezeSports
health care facilities in October, in addition
@BreezeLifeJMU
to six attacks by Syrian government forces.
It said there had been 329 attacks on medical facilities since March 2011, calling them
“war crimes and crimes against human@breezejmu
ity” that “the international community has
failed to stop.”
But other than remarks by European
Council President Donald Tusk, the summit
discussion on Syria focused on diplomacy
youtube.com/breezevideo and, specifically, international efforts to
stop the war during talks in Vienna Friday.

CHARLEE VASILIADIS

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

FRANCE — Three days after declaring
that France was at war with the Islamic
State, French President Francois Hollande
called Monday on the rest of the civilized
world to join in turning up the heat on
“these despicable cowards.”
Whether other nations would join his
call was uncertain. In a speech delivered
at the same time in Antalya, Turkey, President Barack Obama told reporters at the
conclusion of the G-20 conference that the
current U.S. strategy against the Islamic
State had been successful. He made clear
he was not going to send U.S. ground
troops to Syria.
“Every few months I go to Walter Reed,”
he said, referring to the military hospital
complex outside Washington. “And I see
a 25-year-old kid that is paralyzed or has
lost his limbs. And some of those are people I’ve ordered into battle.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin, also
speaking after the G-20 conference, said
the world had to work together to stop the
terrorist state, but he emphasized attacking its financing, not its military structure.
“According to our information, 40 countries are involved in the funding, including
some G-20 nations,” Putin said. He said
that he named those countries during the
G-20 meetings but that he would not do
so in public.

FRANCE — Police suspect Abdelhamid
Abaaoud, known for being one of the primary executioners for the Islamic State,
was the mastermind behind Friday’s terror
attacks in Paris.
But Abaaoud, thought to be 27 years old,
has gained another reputation in recent
months: His plans often go awry. While
the Paris attacks left 129 dead and another 350 injured, the worst terrorist attack in
French history, terrorism experts note a key
deficiency: What was likely the most ambitious part of the plot, a suicide attack at a
crowded soccer game attended by tens of
thousands, including President Francois
Hollande, failed.
That was not Abaaoud’s first failure. Most
famously, an attack that he is believed to
have been planned this summer on a highspeed train between Brussels and Paris was
thwarted by passengers, particularly three
friends from Sacramento, California, who
were on vacation.
Attacking a major sporting event has
been something of a holy grail for terrorists, experts agree. Olympics, World Cups,
Super Bowls are all seen as valuable targets
because of the television cameras. Friday
night’s friendly game between France
and Germany was not on that level, but it
did feature the reigning world champion
Germans.

TURKEY — U.S.-backed Arab militias
began a new offensive against the Islamic State in eastern Syria this week, a bid to
flush the extremists out of a key transit zone
for fighters, weapons and oil, according to
defected military officers leading the Arab
group.
The attack on Tanaf, near the border town
of Abu Kamal, was the latest sign that the
U.S.-led international coalition has decided
to focus on the oil-rich Syrian-Iraqi border
area, where Arab tribes are highly motivated
to fight to regain the cities and towns they
lost to the Islamic State last year.
Last week, Kurdish peshmerga of the
Kurdistan Regional Government in northern Iraq ousted the Islamic State from
Sinjar, even as a force led by Syrian Kurds
captured al-Hawl, an oil-producing town
in eastern Syria, near the Iraqi border. Both
ground offensives were heavily backed by
U.S. airstrikes.
The Arab offensive against Tanaf, which
began Monday, is led by a new umbrella
group that calls itself the New Syrian Army,
which operates as part of the Authenticity and Development Front, a moderate
Islamist grouping that claims 2,200 fighters operating in different parts of Syria. The
offensive involves no Kurdish forces.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.

NATIONAL NEWS
Debt relief possible for
two California colleges

EPA proposed updated
rule on emissions

Paris attacks bring US
and Russia together

Speed rules didn’t apply
to train in ethanol spill

The Oakland Tribune

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

McClatchy Washington Bureau

McClatchy Washington Bureau

OAKLAND — Tens of thousands of students who
attended California’s Everest or WyoTech career colleges might be able to get their federal student-loan
debt wiped clean after an investigation determined the schools wildly inflated job prospects for
most graduates, the U.S. Department of Education
announced Tuesday.
The U.S. Department of Education made the
announcement after confirming claims made in
2013 by California Attorney General Kamala Harris
that the schools owned by the now-defunct Corinthian Colleges routinely misrepresented their job
numbers to lure unsuspecting recruits — and their
federal student loan dollars — into their programs.
The development could affect as many as 85,000
students who took out $690 million in federal student loans to attend certain Everest and WyoTech
programs between 2010 and 2013, including some
who enrolled in online programs based in Florida.
Since the schools are now out of business, taxpayers
would likely foot the bill.

PITTSBURGH — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Tuesday proposed an updated
rule to help keep the unhealthy, smog-producing
emissions by coal-fired power plants from drifting into neighboring states.
The proposal, possible under the “good neighbor” rule provisions of the federal Clean Air Act,
would replace the 2011 rule and further reduce
power plant emissions of smog-producing pollutants that are carried on prevailing winds from
one state to others. Those soot and smog emissions have been associated with increased asthma
attacks, lung and heart disease and premature
death.
According to the EPA, the pollution reductions
would produce annual public health benefits
totaling $1.2 billion annually when implemented
in 2017, while costing power plants about $93 million a year in additional emissions controls.
The EPA will hold a public hearing on the proposed rule on Dec. 17 in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON — As Russia forms a new alliance, with France and Russian warplanes raining
down bombs on Islamic State targets in Syria, the
Paris attacks may be nudging Moscow and Washington closer together.
After Russia claimed Tuesday to have carried out
2,300 airstrikes over two days against Islamic State
targets near its headquarters in Raqqa, Syria, the
Pentagon praised the Kremlin for the first time since
its military aircraft began bombing in the war-torn
country on Sept. 30.
“Those airstrikes, at least from our vantage point,
did appear to strike in ISIL-held territory,” Pentagon
press secretary Peter Cook told reporters.
“We welcome any sincere effort on the part of the
Russians to play a more constructive role in Syria,”
he added.
With Russian warplanes flying the same skies
over Raqqa as U.S. aircraft, Moscow also provided Washington with advance notice of the recent
bombing operation against the Islamic State.

WASHINGTON — The train that derailed earlier
this month in Wisconsin and spilled 20,000 gallons
of ethanol into the Mississippi River didn’t have a
sufficient number of cars carrying flammable liquids to meet lower federal speed requirements. The
government set the new requirements this year in
response to safety concerns.
According to railroad shipping documents, the
train had 15 tank cars loaded with ethanol, five fewer
than would trigger speed restrictions set by federal
regulators. Because it didn’t meet that threshold, the
train was permitted to operate at 55 mph.
Some lawmakers, environmentalists and community groups have criticized the speed limits in U.S.
Department of Transportation’s rules, announced
in May, because they only apply to trains that meet
the department’s definition of high-hazard flammable trains. The train that derailed near Wisconsin,
did not.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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JMU

This semester’s fourth and final speaker of the Madison Vision Series is Danielle
S. Allen, the director of Harvard’s Edmond
J. Safra Center for Ethics and a professor
in Harvard’s Government Department
and Graduate School of Education.
She’ll be speaking on the liberal arts and
the ethics associated with citizenship on
Thursday from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the
Forbes Center Concert Hall, according
to JMU’s website.
In addition to her work at Harvard,
Allen is also chair of the Mellon Foundation Board, a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations and the former dean of
humanities at the University of Chicago.
Her previous experience includes working on President Barack Obama’s first
presidential campaign, founding the Civic
Knowledge Project, which offers university lectures to Chicago’s poor, and was an
instructor for the Odyssey Project. In 2002,
she was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship.
Allen is the author of “The World of
Prometheus: The Politics of Punishing in
Democratic Athens” (2000), “Talking to
Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship Since
Brown v. Board of Education” (2004),
“Why Plato Wrote” (2010) and most
recently, “Our Declaration” (2014). She
serves as a regular guest on public radio,
and has contributed to several newspapers, including The Washington Post.
HARRISONBURG

Judge denies JMU’s
motion to dismiss
in Title IX case
As previously reported by The Breeze,
Sarah Butters, a former JMU student, filed
a lawsuit against JMU for violating Title IX
laws and mishandling her sexual assault
complaint in the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Virginia this past
March. In May, JMU filed a motion to dismiss the case.
However, on Nov. 6, U.S. District Judge
Elizabeth K. Dillon denied JMU’s motion
saying that Butter’s claim is plausible
under Title IX. A trial is set to begin April
4, 2016.
In spring 2012, Butters was on a spring
break trip when she was allegedly sexually assaulted, an event that was filmed
and later distributed throughout the JMU
community, according to Butters’ original
complaint.
After the alleged assault took place, the
complaint said, Butters realized she needed assistance handling the situation and
reached out to the university.
According to the complaint, Butters
wanted JMU to handle the case without
her involvement, but the university told
Butters that it wouldn’t independently
investigate nor act upon the case.
The Nov. 6 filing said that, while it’s true
that Butters doesn’t claim that she suffered any physical harassment after her
initial meeting with representatives from
JMU, she claims that she continued to be
harassed through the distribution of the
video.
“It is plausible that JMU’s failure to
take any action to stop the spread of the
video, even a step as simple as asking that
the original owner not distribute it further, could plausibly constitute deliberate
indifference that made Butters vulnerable
to additional harassment,” the filing says.
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Power to the people

IN BRIEF
University prepares for
final Madison Vision
Series speaker

Thursday, November 19, 2015  

Initiative encourages youth to counter presence and effectiveness of extremist groups

COURTESY OF NATASHA YAQUB

Senior international affairs majors Catherine Antosh (left) and Natasha Yaqub, and junior international affairs major Katrina Hatahet, are
part of the leadership team called Momentum. This organization encourages people to take a pledge to perform a random act of kindness.
By PETER CAGNO
The Breeze

In the wake of the attacks in Paris committed by the Islamic State, the concern of
radicalism has come to the forefront of many
discussions. One concern is how extremist
groups recruit members to participate in
such heinous acts. They particularly target
loners and individuals who may feel isolated by society, offering solace and a family
environment.
In order to combat this phenomenon,
even before the recent attacks, EdVenture
Partners, an educational consulting firm,
launched its second iteration of the Peer 2
Peer: Challenging Extremism initiative in
conjunction with the U.S. State Department
and Facebook this fall.
According to the Peer 2 Peer website, the
initiative asks students worldwide to work
in teams to create digital media in the form
of an initiative, product or tool, which they
use to empower youth to counter the online
messaging used by extremists through social

media. The groups do this by promoting
the spreading of kindness through online
campaigns.
The teams compete for five months before
the top six are ultimately decided on and
brought to Washington, D.C. to be judged by
a panel of members of the State Department.
Teams were formed at colleges and universities across the world, and by a stroke of
luck, a JMU team joined the fight too. Among
teams included in the competition are Virginia Tech, New York University and Boston
College.
Natasha Yaqub, a senior international
affairs major, got the idea to start a team
while she was working as a junior policy
analyst at the Embassy of Pakistan in Washington, D.C. this past summer. She heard
about the program from a peer as well as on
National Public Radio.
“I did some research on it after hearing
about it on NPR,” Yaqub said. “But there
wasn’t much information on it online.”
Before long, Yaqub recruited the help of
Keith Grant, a JMU assistant professor of

political science, to be the group’s faculty
adviser. JMU joined the competition at the
end of September, but it joined late because
it replaced a team that withdrew.
“Momentum,” as the team decided to
name its initiative, now has 25 members
and has established an online presence in
the forms of a website, Facebook and Twitter
pages. The name of the group is a reference
to its main goal of creating momentum for
kindness to be spread to everyone in order
to prevent social isolation, which can lead
to radical extremism.
“We want to propel people forward to
create a ripple effect of kindness throughout the world,” Catherine Antosh, a senior
international affairs major, said.
As a Muslim, Yaqub is particularly
invested in the project because she wants
to correct the misconceptions about Islam
and religious extremism due to groups like
the Islamic State.
“It’s creating all this animosity towards
see KINDNESS, page 4

Memorial to honor soldiers’ sacrifice
Ceremony aims to raise awareness of war prisoners and soldiers missing in action

Local organizations join in
international movement
Various Harrisonburg communities,
organizations and student groups are
lighting a 22-foot Eiffel Tower replica. The
event is being organized by a coalition of
faith communities, organizations and student groups from JMU and Harrisonburg,
including JMU GIVE.
The event will take place on Nov. 29 at
4:30 p.m. outside of the Ice House on South
Liberty Street and interested organizations
are encouraged to create a banner to display to show solidarity.
This lighting is part of an international
event where several groups throughout the
world are asking the Paris Climate Summit
to turn on renewable energy, according to
Nick Clem, a junior biology major and a
leader of JMU GIVE Volunteers.
Other than sending an urgent message, the event also serves as the official
public launch of a long-term plan to help
Harrisonburg transition toward using 100
percent renewable energy.
The newly formed local group, which
is currently unnamed, is hosting the
event has four main goals. These goals
include being a local movement within a
larger global movement; sending a unified message to Paris for the upcoming
United Nations Climate Summit, urging
world leaders to transition to renewable
resources, highlighting the renewable and
sustainable work happening in neighborhoods and encouraging positive change
in Harrisonburg by creating pathways for
more renewable energy and efficiency.

SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE

“The Cannon” is one of the monuments placed at Veterans Memorial Park outside of Memorial Hall. A new memorial will be revealed in a ceremony that is taking place
on Friday at 5 p.m. in the B entrance in front of Memorial Hall. It’s meant to symbolize the soldiers who are captured and the sacrifices they make for their country.
By KAYLA RINI
The Breeze

A memorial from JMU’s Department of Military Science (ROTC) will be presented to honor veterans for their service this Friday at Memorial Hall Entrance
B at 5 p.m. The Army ROTC hopes the ceremony will raise awareness on the
many prisoners of war and soldiers still missing in action.
Greg Lawson, a supply technician for ROTC, said the event is a dedication
to the sacrifices brave men and women have made and continue to make in
serving the country. Lawson himself is a veteran and has worked with ROTC
for 10 years.
“I come from a family who served,” Lawson said in an email. “I myself served
nine years in the Army infantry. Fifteen months of which I was deployed to
ground combat in Iraq before starting work here with the military science
department. ”
According to Lawson, the memorial table was created by ROTC and will be
located inside at Memorial Hall Entrance B. The table will be set for one, which
will symbolize one prisoner out of many soldiers who have been captured.
On the table, there will be objects such as a rose, slice of lemon and salt, all of
which are meant to be symbolic.
“The tablecloth is white, which stands for the purity of a soldier’s intentions
to respond to their country’s call to arms,” Lawson said. “The single red rose in
the vase signifies the blood many have shed in sacrifice.”
The slice of lemon, according to Lawson, symbolizes their bitter fate, and

the salt sprinkled is to remind people of the fallen tears of the families of these
soldiers as they wait for them.
“There will also be a yellow ribbon, which is worn on soldiers’ lapels,” Lawson
said. “A candle is on the table to reflect the hope in our hearts for the soldier’s
safe return.”
Joseph Kraemer, a senior international affairs major and ROTC cadet, hopes
this event will impact students and make them think about POWs and MIAs.
“This memorial is to bring awareness to the student community about
them,” Kraemer said. “To remember those whose spirit carried them through
internment, and the dedication we have as a country to locate and bring all
unaccounted for service members home.”
According to Lawson, more than 91,000 service members are still missing in
action since the end of World War I in 1918.
Heather Sims, a senior nursing major and a ROTC cadet, recognizes the
heartache families deal with when a loved one is on duty, as her father served
20 years in the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps.
“There are many who deal with the uncertainty of not knowing where their
loved one is,” Sims said. “Thankfully, I’ve never had to wonder where my father
was. I cannot imagine how hard it is for a family to deal with no one knowing
where their loved one is.”
JMU’s ROTC, first established in 1974 with two students, has expanded to
over 140 cadets, according to JMU’s website.
see MEMORIAL, page 4
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SURVEY |
Alumni give insight
from front

looking into jobs.
“I needed to be more proactive and talk to various people to decide what I wanted to do post-grad,”
one alum said in the survey. “I didn’t know what I
wanted to do (whether school or work), so I wish I
utilized more resources at JMU to help me make a
decision sooner.”
Alumni from all majors received the survey
through emails and phone calls. The information
received from the survey pertains to students across
all disciplines. Students are able to find more
information about specific majors through the
employment and graduate school surveys on OIR’s
website.
Elsewhere, CAP has recently been collecting information on what the latest 2015 JMU graduates are
doing. This process is done through Recruit-A-Duke
under the experience profile and gives current and
former students the opportunity to create a profile
and later update information regarding jobs and
graduate school for both personal use and use by
the university.
“Anything from jobs, internships and even co-curriculars can be put into their experience profile. This
way all their information is in one area and whenever
they are ready to do their resumes, all of the content
will be in one place,” Mary Morsch, the director of
CAP, said. “JMU is able to use it as a tally mark to see
where their graduates are going.”
Information regarding the careers of JMU alumni
will be stored in the university’s database, boosting
the accessibility of alumni. This should allow students to see what people in their majors are doing
as a career after they graduate.
“This will allow students to reach out to different alumni and try to make different connections,”
Christina Carr, a graduate assistant at the Office
of Institutional Research, said. “Networking is so
important today and it’s important to listen and take
advantage of what they are saying because they are
giving honest results,”
Current students are surveyed through OIR’s first
year and continuing student surveys. The continuing
students survey is given to sophomores, juniors and
seniors and touches on what they hope about the
future and what they are getting out of JMU.
OIR is also working on a new survey. It’s asking
alumni about what the faculty and professors at JMU
did to help them prepare for the future. This survey
is in the process of being tested before it will be used
to go out to all alumni. While they’re unsure of when
this survey will be sent out, they’re currently in the
testing process and will have a better idea of when
it will be sent out later this year.
“We feel that it is important for students to see the
connections they can make at this university. This
survey is just one way,” Carr said. “It’s OK to ask your
fellow students and professors about opportunities
as well; we are all here to help.”
CONTACT Molly O’Toole at
otoolema@dukes.jmu.edu.

breezejmu.org NEWS

MEMORIAL | Event will include JMU color guard
from page 3

Friday’s event will begin with welcoming attendees and talking about
the purpose of the dedication. After that, the JMU Color Guard will
post the colors, or flags, and the national anthem will be sung, according to Kraemer.
“Later on, Lt. Col. Showalter and Dean Phil Wishon will speak,
and after I will do the closing remarks about the ceremony,” Kraemer said. “At the end, the color guard will retrieve the colors and the
media can ask questions or take pictures.”
According the Lawson, it is important for people to think of how
the U.S. fought for freedom, and how it is citizens’ duty as Americans
to help those in need.
“Most [people] here in America wake up to enjoy the freedom of
their daily pleasures, but there are others who have endured and may
still be enduring the agonies of pain, deprivation and internment,”
Lawson said.
CONTACT Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.

COURTESY OF JOSEPH KRAMER

ROTC members play various roles in an exercise in June. ROTC is
dedicating a new memorial to veterans that will include a red rose.

KINDNESS | Social media activism is prevalent

COURTESY OF NATASHA YAQUB

The Momentum team at JMU, part of the nationwide Peer 2 Peer
challenge, aims to counteract the use of social media by extremist groups.
from page 3

Islam and misconstruing what
Islam is all about,” Yaqub said.
“Instead of just watching this
unfold and feeling completely
helpless from my computer, the
government is seeking out students my age to help them.”
Contrary to most of the other
teams in the competition, Momentum is trying to not only combat
radical religious extremism, but

extremism of all kinds, including potential domestic threats,
according to Grant.
“A lot of groups are focusing
on the role of Islam in radicalization,” Grant said. “Our approach
extends beyond correcting the
misconceptions about Islam and
that it’s a more political and social
phenomena.”
Grant explained that the same
social isolation that makes one
susceptible to radicalization by

CONNECTION | 7 percent of
alumni donate back to the university

a religious group like the Islamic
State or Al-Qaeda is the same that
makes someone susceptible to
a group like the Ku Klux Klan or
other domestic extremist groups.
“If you look back at Columbine
in the ’90s, those were individuals
who felt isolated and ostracized
and vowed revenge against those
who bullied them,” Grant said.
Momentum aims to make kindness contagious by challenging
people to take a pledge to perform
a random act of kindness, such as
holding open the door for someone or complimenting a stranger.
The group believes that by spreading kindness one person at a time
they can combat the threat of radical extremism.
Another aim of the initiative is
to combat the social media presence of certain extremist groups,
like the Islamic State, through various social media campaigns.
“The U.S. recognized that we
were being outclassed at every
move by extremist groups who
were more capable of using social
media to recruit and radicalize
than we could challenge it,” Grant
said. “So [the U.S.] decided to go
get people who knew how to work
[social media] better.”
Many of the teams have utilized
certain hashtags in order to spread
the word easily on social media.
Momentum uses the Twitter handle, “@MomentumMKC” to tweet
the #MakeKindnessContagious.
The account had 561 followers on

Twitter and 764 likes on Facebook
as of Wednesday night.
“I think we see a lot of social
media activism these days,” Tory
Atkins, a junior international
affairs major, said. “I think that
we take it one step further by challenging people to do something.”
Momentum members believe
that if enough people sign the
pledge and vow to do a good deed,
they really can make a difference
in the world.
“It’s kind of like overcoming
the ‘bystander effect,’” Atkins said.
“Where [the pledge] could be the
in the back of your mind and if you
see something happen it could be
that extra push for you to step up.”
The competition will conclude
on Jan. 14, 2016, when the top six
finalists are selected to present
in front of the State Department
panel in Washington, D.C.,
but winning is of subordinate
importance to the members of
Momentum.
Although a $5,000 scholarship
is awarded for winning the competition, the intangible prize of
making a difference in the world is
what really matters to the Momentum members.
“Even if we don’t win, I know
that we are actually making a
difference,” Yaqub said. “It’s our
hope to inspire people to want to
make a difference.”
CONTACT Peter Cagno at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Ethical reasoning
— it’s in your hands.

EMPATHY
Imagine …

ABBEY BLOUCH / THE BREEZE

Workers call alumni asking for donations at Madison Connection. This organization is a studentstaffed donation request call center that deals with all private donations up to $1,000.
from front

Foundation, which was created in 1969 and former JMU
president Ronald Carrier is
credited with growing the
Madison Endowment.
According to the JMU website, when a donation is made
to the endowment, the foundation invests it, so more
income can be generated for
the university. The university anticipates to have about 4
percent of the endowment’s
market value available for use
each year and any additional
returns are reinvested.
The endowment is roughly
$78 million and the university
has set a goal of increasing the
endowment to $100 million by
the foundation’s 50th birthday
in 2019. The endowment has
tripled in the last decade.
“Fundraising is so new here,
so we are trying to educate our
students, faculty and staff on
why it is so important to give
back,” Armentrout said. “Fundraising and education are our
primary focus.”
Nearby Bridgewater College, a school with almost
2,000 students, has an endowment $4 million greater than

JMU. Virginia Tech has an
endowment of nearly $800
million. The University of
Virginia’s endowment is $5.2
billion.
“The reason JMU is not able
to provide a lot of scholarships
is that our endowment is so
low,” Polen said. “You hear a
lot of students complaining,
about not receiving financial
aid, and receiving scholarships. Well, there is not a whole
lot of money to go around.”
Currently, only 7 percent of
alumni donate back to JMU,
while about 68 percent of students of have financial need.
But only a little over 30 percent
of that need is met.
While JMU has existed for
over 100 years, seeking private
contributions is something
fairly new. “It didn’t really get
started until the ’80s and then
there was a big push in the
’90s,” Armentrout said.
The office has seen an
uptick in donations this year,
with almost 7 percent of previous donors donating more
than the year before, and the
university has had almost 600
additional donors than at this
point last year.
As previously reported by

The Breeze, this year JMU saw
the first named school contribution in the college’s history.
JMU alumnus G.J. Hart (’84),
the CEO of California Pizza
Kitchen, and his wife Heather
made a contribution of more
than $3 million the School of
Hospitality, Sport and Recreation Management. The school
was unveiled in October.
This topped off a recordbreaking 2015 fiscal year for
the university in which over
$18 million was raised, according to Armentrout.
Donations are essential
in the university being able
to provide student-focused
and hands-on learning
opportunities.
“As a JMU student body we
love JMU, but that is another
way we can exercise that love
for JMU,” Hagood said. “Yes
we are getting paid for this,
but we are making money for
the university also. So what
I like to say is JMU has given
me such a great experience so
far and this is kind of a way for
me to give back.”
CONTACT Michael
Better at bettermd@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Over 4,000,000 Syrian refugees are fleeing from their wartorn homeland. Thirty of the 3,000 refugees that resettled
in Harrisonburg want to attend JMU taking the places
of transfers from other colleges. Should (morally) JMU
accept these students?
How can JMU officials balance compassion for the
homesick, exhausted refugees with empathy for the
transfer students who’ve worked so hard to be admitted?
and put your
ethically-reasoned decisions
into action.

jmu.edu/mc/

madisoncollaborative

@JMUMC
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ANYONE CAN DO IT
Write for the opinion section. Email breezeopinion@gmail.com.
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HAYLEY MOORE | historical nonfiction
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NAHLA ABOUTABL | respect the riot

Let’s not forget Selective solidarity
about Thanksgiving
Beirut and Baghdad deserve media attention, too

The day after
Halloween, I got into my
car to run some errands.
I always have to listen
to music when I drive,
so naturally I tuned into
one of my favorite radio
stations. However, instead
of hearing my usual mix
of oldies and new music, I
heard Christmas music.
I feel like every year, the Christmas
celebration starts sooner and sooner, and this
year I didn’t even have a good 24 hours to
enjoy Halloween before I heard Mariah Carey’s
“All I Want For Christmas is You.”
In that moment, I realized that for the
next two months, the Christmas anticipation
would be everywhere. Stores are already full
of Christmas decorations and have been since
as early as July. TV stations are beginning
their countdowns to the actual countdown of
Christmas.
But what happened to Thanksgiving? What
about the turkey? The cranberry sauce? The
mashed potatoes? The stuffing? The pumpkin
pie? Did everyone forget that we have a
holiday to celebrate before we get to the most
wonderful time of the year? Thanksgiving just

seems to have been completely bypassed this
year and, honestly, it feels wrong.
Thanksgiving might not be as big of a
holiday as what Christmas is — we don’t get
presents, there’s no songs or many TV specials
that come along with it. But it’s another
opportunity for everyone to spend time with
their loved ones.
Yes, there’s also a bit of a negative
connotation that comes with the holiday over
the historical accuracy and the past treatment
of Native Americans. However, in my head,
Thanksgiving is a time that I get to help prepare
a wonderful meal and eat it with my family. We
should be celebrating that in and of itself.
It’s great that the excitement for Christmas
begins so early. I myself definitely start to get
excited for the holiday, but it usually doesn’t’
start until after Thanksgiving. Christmas is
something I definitely look forward to every
year, but Christmas is in December. It doesn’t
begin in November.
November is for Thanksgiving and society
needs to start remembering that.
Hayley Moore is a senior history
and writing, rhetoric and technical
communication double major. Contact
Hayley at moorehe@dukes.jmu.edu.

GRACE BLACKBURN | caffeinated concepts

Sleep isn’t for the weak
Students often forget to put sleeping at the top of their to-do lists
As finals loom closer a test, but you’ll probably forget most of what you
and we’re all overwhelmed learned after exams are over. If insufficient sleep
with the thoughts of finish- prevents us from retaining what we’re learning,
ing the semester strong, we then what’s the point of being in college?
may find ourselves douA lot of students also want to prioritize going
ble-fisting espressos and out over sleep. It’s important to maintain a
watching the clock creep healthy social life, and certainly not all your waklater and later past our ing hours should be spent on schoolwork. But
respective bedtimes. When if you have an 8 a.m. class on Friday, you don’t
we finally feel we can take a need to go to a party on Thursday night. There
break from studying, we’re anxious to go out with are countless opportunities to socialize in colour friends — after all, we won’t be seeing them lege, you don’t need to capitalize on all of them.
for a whole month when we go
Not sleeping enough leaves us
home for winter break.
stressed, unable to focus and anxI know it’s the
The last thing on anyone’s
ious. We may think that our GPAs
mind is sleep. “We’ll have plenand our social lives are our largboring choice,
ty of time to relax over break,”
est priorities, but if we’re too tired
we rationalize to ourselves. We’d but I think we
to excel in school or enjoy seeing
rather go socialize than go to bed should all take
our friends, then our efforts are
early. We can’t wind down for
moot. We must learn to prioritize
the night until we finish that big a night off
our mental wellness above all else
paper. We’ll sleep when we’re
— if our mind isn’t functioning at
here and there.
dead.
its highest level, we won’t be able
We may think we’re helpto accomplish anything as well as
ing our academic prospects by
we’d like.
dedicating extra time to studying, but in reality,
I know it’s the boring choice, but I think we
we’re probably only adding stress that won’t do should all take a night off here and there. If you
anything to improve our GPA. We’ve all experi- find yourself yawning through every class and
enced the sluggish mental state that comes after your eyelids are drooping as you study, let youra night of little or no sleep. Chronic sleep depri- self go to bed early. Even if you miss out on a
vation saps focus and memory, such that it’ll take party or you haven’t studied every inch of your
us twice as long as normal to do an assignment if textbook, it’ll be OK. We’ll all do better in school
we’re too tired.
and in life if we approach both with a fresh mind.
Lack of sleep also prevents us from processing memory during a resting state. This means Grace Blackburn is a junior media arts and
that if you pull an all-nighter, you might remem- design major. Contact Grace at blackbge@
ber what you studied long enough to do well on dukes.jmu.edu.

My time here at
JMU has taught me a
lot. As a senior, I can
safely say that I’ve
experienced and learned
a lot on this campus,
both academically and
socially. Having graduated
from a very diverse and
multicultural high school, my time here has
been nothing short of a complete culture
shock. As a student of color, and especially a
Muslim student of color, I often felt isolated
and alone on campus until I found the Center
for Multicultural Student Services. Through
CMSS, I found other organizations that focus
on educating our campus on diversity.
Unfortunately, this campus still isn’t as
diverse as the real world, nor are we, as
students, being exposed to realities taking
place around the world that directly affect us.
Universities are places where students should
be learning new things and being exposed
to new perspectives, not places where false
narratives are reinforced and perpetuated.
I’m sure we’re all aware of what took place
in Paris over the weekend. I’m also sure that
any student who walked across the Quad on
Monday saw the French flag hanging at Wilson
in tribute to the many people who’ve lost their
lives as a result of Islamic State’s barbaric
actions.
Although the sentiments are without a
doubt meant to show support — including a
vigil that was held on Saturday — to a country
going through a difficult time, they have strong
implications that I’m not sure whoever hung
the flag was fully aware of.
But before I can explain what those
implications are, let me first discuss other
events that took place around the world this
past week, all in which innocent lives were lost
by acts of terrorism.
Twin suicide bombings also claimed by the
Islamic State took place in southern Beirut, the
capital of Lebanon, less than 48 hours before
the attacks on Paris. Baghdad, the capital of
Iraq, was also attacked by Islamic State just
24 hours before Paris was attacked. Islamic
State has killed a total of at least 200 innocent

Yik Yak showcases
students’ true colors
Yik Yak has proved to be an amusing form of
entertainment on college campuses. I can’t deny
using Yik Yak, and the anonymity of the app has
attracted college students to pose questions,
make commentary, crack jokes, etc.
While it seems like it’s all fun and games,
anonymous apps like Yik Yak can be worrisome.
When the news about the tragedy in Paris broke,
I casually browsed Yik Yak to see what students
thought.
Yaks with love and support flowed through,
but the ignorant and xenophobic ones struck
with me most.
Being a student who grew up with an Islamic
background, seeing the comments and ups of
fellow students, proclaiming a wish to eradicate
Muslims from Earth, among countless others,
was frightening.
While a simple solution can be to just erase

A “what-did-you-do-but-complain?” dart
to the “activist” who offered no real solutions
for aiding France, but had plenty to criticize of
Facebook support.
From a senior who changed their profile
picture after donating blood.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “you-gave-me-a-heart-attack” dart
and pat to the cashier at Dukes who thought
it’d be funny to tell me I was out of punches on
Sunday.
From a sophomore who doesn’t have any
other way to eat, but also appreciates your sense
of humor.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

Nahla Aboutabl is a senior international
affairs major. Contact Nahla at aboutanm@
dukes.jmu.edu.

ARNELA ISERIC | letter to the editor

A “you-guys-will-change-the-world” pat
to all of the CARE helpline trainees who gave
us their time and energy to learn about sexual
assault and IPV advocacy.
From your training coordinator who’s so
proud of and loves all of you.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

civilians this weekend in Beirut, Baghdad and
Paris in that order.
So why was it that only the French flag
hung from Wilson on Monday? Why are
JMU students taking to Yik Yak to spew
hateful comments about Syrian refugees and
Muslims in general, blaming them for the
terrorist attacks when the Middle Easterners
being terrorized include both Muslims and
Christians? Why did The Breeze’s section on
world news Monday include two stories on
Paris and none about Beirut or Baghdad?
Some say it’s because Americans can
relate more to Western countries as opposed
to countries where terrorist attacks are
“commonplace.” However, in a world that’s so
interconnected through social media and other
venues, I find it hard to believe that the media
can’t do their jobs right because they think
people will relate to Paris more than Beirut.
Not only that, but it perpetuates the already
existing notion that Muslims are the only
perpetrators of terror attacks instead of actually
being the ones most affected by it. It also
dehumanizes the lives of Muslims; making our
struggles with terrorism just another expected
occurrence while attacks in Western countries
receive lots more attention and sympathy.
We, as JMU students, are the next generation
of policymakers, innovators, teachers; the
future of this country. It scares me to see that
the same lack of empathy and understanding
that took us to a useless war in Iraq still
exists. What does that mean for the future of
our country? Will we keep making the same
mistakes of the last generation? Will we stay
ignorant regardless of the increased spread of
information?
I’m hopeful that we won’t make the same
mistakes. There are many ways that we can
educate ourselves and become better citizens
of our country and, more importantly, of our
world. We should be taking advantage of our
opportunities to learn about our differences as
opposed to hiding behind hateful, anonymous
comments on Yik Yak.
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Yik Yak (which I did), it’s actually an interesting
source of current JMU news and a nice brain
break at times. Going to Yik Yak on Friday night
showed me the dangers of the app, and made
me fearful that I share a community with some
of these people posting horrid generalizations.
Seeing a difference of opinion is natural, and I
welcome new viewpoints; however, knowing that
some people on campus actually are extremely
supremacist and irrational is disheartening and
alarming.
On Friday, I saw the risks of Yik Yak. I’m
relieved to say the ethnocentric Yaks were
eventually “voted off,” but the fact that they were
posted in the first place and had the ability to be
read with no repercussions was mind-boggling.
Arnela Iseric is a sophomore international
affairs major.

A “thanks-for-taking-care-of-business”
pat to a JMU mom for helping her son resolve
his constipated spring schedule in a Student
Success Center bathroom stall.
From a faculty member who appreciates
how potty time can still be made special via cell
phone.
A “backfire-alert” dart to JMU for having
a pledge to perform acts of kindness to those
they think are “at risk for joining ISIS,” AKA
encouraging students to profile their peers as
terrorists based on race or religion.
From a student who doesn’t think your “love”
should be based on grouping people with killers
just because we look the “same.”
An “I-can-hear-it-in-my-dreams” dart to
the person in Squire whose car alarm goes off
every night.
From someone who doesn’t think the
annoyance sounds like a lullaby.
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BRIANA ELLISON | off topic

BESS PREDDY | The Breeze

Inclusion, not exclusion

Local
businesses
need to stop
ripping off
students

Intersectional feminism aims to ensure that every woman has a voice

For the past few years, the feminist
movement has been gaining a lot of
ground and making significant steps
in accomplishing its primary goal:
establishing a society in which everyone
is equal. There have been setbacks, and
there are still people who don’t believe in
feminism or are confused about what it
means, but nevertheless, the movement
has pushed through.
As the feminist movement gains considerable ground,
however, there are still some who continue to be overlooked
by both society as a whole and those within the feminist
movement. In response to this, many have been pushing for
what’s called “intersectional feminism,” a term that seeks to
further the inclusiveness that feminism is trying to reach.
The term intersectional feminism was created in
conjunction with the term intersectionality. Its definition, as
developed by scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw, is the following:
“The view that women experience oppression in varying
configurations and in varying degrees of intensity. Cultural
patterns of oppression are not only interrelated, but are bound
together and influenced by the intersectional systems of
society. Examples of this include race, gender, class, ability and
ethnicity.”
What this means is the oppression I experience as a straight,
black female is different than someone who’s a white female,
a Hispanic female or someone who is LGBTQ+. What I
experience as someone from the middle class and who’s not
religious is much different than that experienced by someone
from the lower (or upper) class, or a Muslim or Jewish woman.
I could drone on about the different experiences one may
face due to the spheres they inhabit, but I want to move on to
why exactly intersectional feminism is important, and should
be included in the core of the feminist movement. In fact, I
would push for the term “intersectional feminism” to become
the norm, or at least be understood so that when one says
“feminism,” the preceding “intersectional” is heavily implied.
So why is intersectional feminism so important? The answer
lies in the previous definition. Feminism seeks to ensure
equality by elevating the status of women (and other genders)
to that of their male counterparts. Contrary to popular belief,
this doesn’t include demoting the status of men. However,

feminism often applies this goal to one sphere of women: those
who are more affluent, and mainly white.
About a year and a half ago, actress and activist Emma
Watson gave a rousing speech to the United Nations, and
afterward launched her company “HeforShe.” Through it, she’s
advocated for the expansion of feminism and women’s rights
worldwide. Watson’s advocacy has done amazing things for the
feminist movement internationally.
As I said, “HeforShe” works toward worldwide feminism,
and many U.S. feminists and feminist organizations have
hopped on this bus. But in order to even accomplish this
goal, they need to be aware of the struggles and spheres of
oppression that afflict those of us who don’t fit the cookiecutter feminist ideal.
Especially with black women, there appears to be a wall
between us and other feminists. We cry out against the
injustice done to us, trying to find common ground with our
fellow females, yet are shut out. Although black women aren’t
the only race who’ve experienced dogged oppression, it’s
the most prominent. Black women have been continuously
degraded and shoved into this “angry ghetto woman”
stereotype that doesn’t fit us.
With the adoption of intersectional feminism, we can
finally have our voices heard on a larger scale and gain
the recognition needed to make the necessary changes
to our society. Women from all walks of life experience
discrimination, and we should work to ensure that all of these
experiences are taken into account for full equality. In my
view, the respect and equality that a female CEO gets from the
advancement of feminism should be in equal stature to that
which a female from the lower class receives.
In the past century, women have worked unbelievably hard
to eliminate the quiet, disrespected housewife image that’s
plagued us. In doing so, I believe that the struggles faced by
those who’ve never ascribed to this image, or are still hemmed
in by this image, have been overlooked. Intersectional
feminism is one of the most important movements in our
society and culture today. With it, we have the immense
opportunity to create further inclusion, not only among
different classes of women, but among all genders.
Briana Ellison is a junior media arts and design major.
Contact Briana at ellisobr@dukes.jmu.edu.

MIKE DOLZER | MikeTV

recommendation of the week
Comedy Special: “Women Who Kill” (2013)
Before Amy Schumer was the comedy superstar and
pop culture fixture that she is today, she starred in a 2013
Showtime comedy special called “Women Who Kill.” That
special is now gracing Netflix with its bawdy presence.
Schumer, along with her friends and fellow comedians
Rachel Feinstein, Nikki Glaser and Marina Franklin, each
perform a 15-minute set to prove just how much they kill. As a
fair warning, cackling will occur.
Schumer has a brash and ballsy approach to comedy that
shines throughout her set. Her anecdotes about her gargoyleesque great-grandmother and boyfriend who “looks like he’s
from ‘The Hills Have Eyes’” were a perfect way to set the tone
for the humor to come.
Feinstein has such a wide range of facial and vocal
impressions to accompany her life anecdotes that it makes

SATIRICAL NEWS COLUMN

Settling the
debate between
Carrier and Rose
libraries
By MATT MURPHY
The Breeze

The age-old competition between Carrier and Rose
libraries is starting to get out of hand. Students across this
campus are split into polarized factions of library-lovers
with seemingly no end to the conflict in sight.
Cockfighting is a gentleman’s sport that goes back almost
6,000 years and has roots in a variety of different cultures.
It involves a battle to the death of chosen gamecocks in a
small arena.
How do these two things go together? That’s right, the
plan for an old fashion cockfight is underway to finally
determine which JMU library deserves its hype.
Cockfighting is illegal in all 50 U.S. states and the District
of Columbia, so the first step in setting the fight up is going
to be finding a way to get these laws removed. Though the
library feud is a somewhat campus-specific issue, it may
be possible to garner national attention for some sort of
petition through social media.
Social media, if you haven’t heard of it, is basically the
best thing ever. If you post any type of petition on there,
it zips through the Internet and comes back completely
filled out. This stuff is magic, folks, and it’s our key to this
undertaking.
The way the fight would work is simple. One chicken
is tagged with the word “Rose” and the other “Carrier”
and placed in the cockpit for battle. Rules may vary, but
generally one all-out brawl would be sufficient to decide
the winner. Whichever cock is left alive will decide the
champion library and be completely immune to dispute
from then on.
As you might expect, many student organizations on
campus have expressed their support for this event. It’s
already assumed that the spectacle will draw in significant
crowds to support the two libraries. It’s simple why this idea
is so naturally sensible and appealing. There’s just no better
way to settle an argument than to throw two bloodthirsty
birds in a box and watch them kill each other. Keep an eye
out in your local underground cockfighting scene for future
plans to make this event public.
CONTACT Matt Murphy at
murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.

you feel like you’re experiencing the absurdity with her. A
memorable moment is Feinstein’s impression of her mother’s
dancing, which she describes as a “very problematic frontal
stirring with a lot of sideways accusatory glances.” Although
Schumer is the obvious star, Feinstein is the hidden gem.
Glaser’s humor is a slightly softer version of Schumer’s
bite, which is a nice change of pace. She manages to still be
pessimistic without leaving you with a feeling of guilt for
laughing along with some of the unmentionable things being
said.
Franklin is more understated in her humor than the others.
She’s quieter and seems like she’s pondering aloud to herself,
which differs from the more conversational approach the
others take. In a strange way, it works, and you’re drawn into
her thoughts and stories. One of her highlights was her bit
about how a desperate woman looking for a man is like a
prostitute working her corner, which Franklin added to by
walking up and down the stage with an aggressive, almost
hungry, look on her face.
The show’s content is definitely inappropriate and could be
considered offensive, but the four comedians do a great job of
keeping every single minute entertaining and hilarious. These
women not only kill, they slay.

The transition to college is full of firsts for many students.
Whether it’s living with a roommate, cooking for ourselves or
even just doing our own laundry, the learning curve can be a
steep one. Unfortunately, this time in our lives leaves us highly
susceptible to businesses in college towns and nationwide that
want to take advantage of us.
One of the biggest areas where college students are being
ripped off in is our housing. With a dozen or so leasing
companies in the area for students to choose from, it can be
difficult enough to navigate through the waters of our first
leasing experience without having to worry about a company
taking for granted the fact that we may be inexperienced in the
process.
I signed my first lease in October of my freshman year. I had
researched different options, found a great place in a great
location and my parents agreed it was available at a reasonable
price. When I moved out of my apartment two years later, I
made sure to do all the things I thought I had to do. I emptied
the fridge, took out all the trash and made sure we didn’t
leave anything behind. About three months after moving out,
the company had sent my roommates and me separate bills
totaling over $600 worth of damages and cleaning charges.
While I concede that there may have been some stained
carpets, some of the charges on the bill were things like
“uncleaned appliances” and “dirty floors.” I know $600 is a
lot of money, but I also know other students who are stuck in
court cases trying to battle these leasing companies because
they’re being charged thousands of dollars in damages, with no
justification from where the extreme extent of the charges came
from.
Last week, I also had an auto place try and charge me $118
for replacing one of my headlights. The headlight itself only cost
$19.99. Refusing to be ripped off again, I questioned about the
price and how unreasonable it seemed. After “looking into it,”
the employee told me the system was misreading the input and
the price was actually about half of what he’d said. I know in the
end I still paid more than necessary, but I felt a slight sense of
victory knowing it had come down from the original price.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m a huge believer in personal
responsibility. In hindsight, I should’ve called the office and
checked to see if someone could walk through with me before
moving out, or even just asked for a list of what was expected.
I should have asked for a breakdown of the pricing for my
headlight replacement and told them I was going somewhere
else when I still thought the price was too high.
However, I’m a college student and I have things to do. On
an average day, I don’t have time to haggle with an auto shop
and I feel like I shouldn’t have to be worrying about my leasing
company trying to trip me up and charge me more money.
Just because college students are easy targets doesn’t mean
they should be treated with less respect than others. In the end,
it’s the companies who are going to hurt their own reputations;
and when they do, they’ll see too late just how important our
business was.
Bess Preddy is a senior international affairs major. Contact
Bess at preddyem@dukes.jmu.edu.

CAMERON BONSER | contributing columnist

What happened to the
beacon of hope?
It’s time for America to step up and help out with the refugee crisis
Before I came to America in August, the British
press and European countries were consumed
with the refugee crisis unfolding on the shores
of Italy and Greece, right up to “the jungle” of
Calais, France, and the channel tunnel leading
to the British Isles. No one seemed to take
responsibility for them. Disruption to holiday
travelers’ plans was the media’s main focus,
making us in Britain resentful of the chaos they
were causing.
Photos of overloaded dinghies full of desperate
refugees in cheap, redundant life jackets as
they crossed the Mediterranean came across
as though we were confronted with some sort
of amphibious invasion. Just more immigrants
posing a threat to our institutions. “Keep them
out!”
It took a photo of a child washed up on a
beach to force the press to get its act together.
This wasn’t just mere immigrants coming in,
looking to steal jobs, this was a humanitarian
crisis. It was suddenly all of Europe’s
responsibility to act and do their part.
This need to act on this has now, finally,
spread across the Atlantic. It has entered into the
political debates in America, of which there seem
to be an awful lot. This humanitarian crisis is no
longer just Europe’s — and rightly so. You only
have to look back four years to see how this war
and its costs grow and grow, affecting more and
more of us on a global scale. This fills me with
much optimism that the world’s leading power,
for so long a beacon of immigration and liberty,
is about to embrace these desperate people.
But let’s not get too excited. The truly terrible
events in the French capital on Friday evening
have been confused with this migration crisis.
That the immigrants must be the terrorists seems

to be the logical conclusion drawn by those with
small brains. Speaking of which, that brings me
to Donald Trump as he rides the “if you elect me,
I’ll kick em out,” mantra with clenched fists, and
perhaps more alarmingly, great cheers from his
band of trusty supporters.
Kick them back to where they came from?
Would that be to the refugee tents, the towns
swarming with members of the Islamic State or
the rubble they used to call a house, Donald?
All I have to say is, America; this is the time
to join the world in helping to alleviate this
humanitarian crisis. Why be the ones to stand
apart and detract whilst the rest of us take
it head on? I’m not saying countries like my
own don’t have detractors to what needs to be
done, but they are a distinct minority. I just
find it alarming that a man campaigning to be
president alongside a great proportion of people
in this country can’t look beyond the inability
to properly vet. Of course, this is crucial I must
add. I am not forgetting this. But let’s not forget
the dangers brought by homegrown individuals.
People need to wake up and see what’s really
happening here. People are in need and, not for
the first time, we in the West must act. Don’t give
in to the small-mindedness, or the Islamophobic
rhetoric.
What I’m trying to get at is when did America
lose what it has prided itself on — immigration
and assimilation — to be replaced by this
scaremongering, detached outlook? America,
and the world, needs to give itself a good long
look in the mirror.
Cameron Bonser is a junior history and
political science double major. Contact
Cameron at bonsercr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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GOBBLICIOUS
Our Health Hacks columnist pitted Thanksgiving favorites against each
other. Find out what’s healthiest at breezejmu.org/offthebeat.
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
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From Madison to marriage
Senior graphic design major married boyfriend of five years in the arboretum this past summer

COURTESY OF PERRY VAILE PHOTOGRAPHY

Scott and Jackie Asbell share their first kiss as a married couple on their wedding day. As soon as they were pronounced husband and wife, the guests threw streamers in the air as is tradition at JMU football games.
By JILLIAN WRIGHT
contributing writer

Studying, Starbucks and E-Hall brunch are just a few of the
countless topics JMU students think about daily. One thing
that may not cross their minds? Marriage.
Scott Asbell, a 23-year-old 2014 JMU alumnus with a degree
in business, and senior graphic design major Jackie Asbell,
21, were eager to take their relationship to the next level after
dating for five years.
“I proposed in a way that I knew Jackie would like,” Scott,
a facilities manager at Histo-Scientific Research Laboratories
in Mount Jackson, said. “She gave me three rules for proposing: It had to be private, she wanted it to be a surprise and her
parents had to agree, of course.”
With consent from Jackie’s parents, Scott respected her
wishes by surprising Jackie with the proposal in a private
setting.
“I used my birthday weekend as a ploy, so she thought she
was taking me on a birthday date to the safari park in Lexington,” Scott said. “I rented a private wagon ride to go and feed
the animals, with the ring hidden in the bucket of feed, so at
a certain point she would find it.”
With the help of friends and safari employees involved in
the ploy, Scott successfully pulled off the surprise proposal
even though a few things did not happen according to plan.
“She was so enthralled with the animals that when she
picked up the box, she asked ‘Hey what’s this?’ and handed
it to me and turned back around, thinking nothing of it,” Scott
said. “So I got down on one knee and proposed, and she said
,‘Yes,’ but the first thing she said was, ‘Is this real life?’”
After the proposal in April 2014, the Asbells began planning

their wedding for that June, taking into consideration possible
planning activities.
“It wasn’t too stressful once we figured out the big stuff,”
Jackie said. “There were a lot of different opinions thrown
around from parents, like his mom wanting something, my
mom wanting something, and we had to respect their wishes,
but for the most part they let us decide what we wanted to do.”
In addition, the couple incorporated a JMU tradition in
their wedding at the Edith J. Carrier Arboretum, continuing
to bleed purple and gold.

“Hearing their vows and seeing Scott’s
face when he first saw Jackie just really
showed how deeply in love they are.”
Kirstyn Cassidy

senior nursing major and wedding guest

“At the end of the ceremony when we were pronounced
husband and wife, we had streamers in everyone’s seats and
our guests threw them in the air like what we do at JMU football games for touchdowns,” Scott said. “We walked through
the streamers and it felt like we made our own touchdown.”
Friends and family were honored to be included in such a
monumental moment for the Asbells.
“Hearing their vows and seeing Scott’s face when he first
saw Jackie just really showed how deeply in love they are,”
senior nursing major Kirstyn Cassidy said in a text message.
“That resonated throughout the entire ceremony and made

it really special for everyone at the wedding to be able to see
them take their next big step and journey in life together.”
Post wedding bliss, the Asbells have faced numerous challenges as a married couple, and Jackie has found it especially
difficult to maintain her role as student and spouse.
“For me, it’s been really tough … I want to do well in school
and be a good wife,” Jackie said. “Trying to find the balance is
hard, but looking back I’ve realized that even though grades
matter, relationships matter more, so it’s important to invest
time in them.”
One of the most challenging aspects of their relationship
has been scheduling quality time to spend with one another.
“It’s important to know what each person expects from the
other,” Jackie said. “I can go the whole week without having
date night, but Scott is very adamant about setting time aside.”
Now fully involved in each other’s lives, the couple live happily in their home in Broadway with their two dogs, Charles
and Winston, and have yet to experience a significant impact
of the transition from dating to marriage.
“For the most part, not much has changed other than living
20 minutes away from campus,” Jackie said.
Although many students find it challenging to successfully manage academics, work and romantic relationships, the
Asbells are confident that their partnership devoted to one
another is strong enough to overcome these obstacles.
“It’s challenging to do all things well and sometimes you
have to pick between being a good wife today or a good
student,” Jackie said. “There are times when it’s really a
struggle to balance everything, which I’m still trying to figure out, but I think it’s definitely worth it in the long run.”
CONTACT Jillian Wright at wrigh4ja@dukes.jmu.edu.

Let’s talk about sex
Health class discusses cultural and scientific implications of sexuality and sex education
By JULIA NELSON
The Breeze

A breakdown of
statistics related
to high school sex
education:
ONLY 22 out of 50 states, plus
Washington, D.C., are mandated to
teach sex education.
VIRGINIA isn’t one of these states.
BETWEEN 2002 and 2012, nonmarital childbirth for women ages
15-17 years old dropped 30 percent.
FOR the same decade, non-marital
childbirth for women ages 18-19
years old dropped 26 percent.
STATISTICS COURTESY OF NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS
AND THE GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE

ROBYN SMITH / THE BREEZE

Gender identity, culture, sexually transmitted diseases, sex in the media. HTH 372:
Human Sexuality groups all these topics and
many more into one survey course.
The class is required for all public health
education concentrators within the health
sciences major and relates all the different
topics to how future health professionals will
encounter them in their careers.
“We have a professional perspective we put
into it,” professor Maria Wessel, who teaches
the course, said. “We always spend a bit of
time on how they might be involved with this
topic, directly or indirectly. They may treat a
problem or prevent a problem, or many times
they may be a person who refers to counseling
or a health educator.”
Sexuality is part of everyday life, which is
why Wessel believes it’s important for students
to be informed. At JMU, most students get at
least some introductory sex education in HTH
100: Personal Wellness and health sciences
majors and minors can take classes like HTH
372. However, extensive sex education classes
aren’t widely available on campus in general.
“It used to be a course that was open to
everyone on campus,” Wessel said. “But as
our program got larger, we had to limit it to
our majors and a few minors.”
This pattern may be familiar to some students who were educated in areas that didn’t
offer extensive high school sex education
programs.
In fact, only 22 out of 50 states, plus Washington, D.C., are mandated to teach sex

education in their public school curriculums, according to a Guttmacher Institute
report released Nov. 1. Virginia isn’t one of
these states.
“If someone’s parents aren’t well-informed
and their high school didn’t educate them, this
could be the first sex education course they
get,” Simona Lourekas, a senior health sciences major, said.
This emphasizes why learning about human
sexuality is important, according to health
sciences major Kara Rill, who wants to be a
public health educator after she graduates.
“This is my body and I should know everything about my body,” Rill said. “That’s really
important, especially as we get older. Do we
expect someone else to know that for us?”
Like Rill, Wessel thinks that education
about sexuality is valuable, especially with
the prevalence of sexual activity in college.
Wessel and Lourekas believe it’s imperative
to give students the knowledge to protect
themselves and stay informed.
Many students who take HTH 372 think
the importance of sexuality isn’t going to
change. They believe that the more young
people can be informed about sexuality, the
more knowledge they’ll have about their own
physiological health.
“I remember Dr. Wessel saying in the
class, ‘sex isn’t only for beautiful, young,
perfectly healthy individuals,’” Lourekas
said. “Sexuality doesn’t disappear as you
age. Sometimes it’s important to re-remind
people of that.”
CONTACT Julia Nelson at
nelso3jl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Don’t stop
Beliebin’
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THROUGH THE LENS | Sunnyside Retirement Community square dancing

An analysis of Justin Bieber’s
prolific career
By MADDELYNNE PARKER
contributing writer

Everyone knows Justin Bieber. The young boy with his
trademark flippable hairstyle who uploaded many popular music covers on YouTube that eventually grabbed the
attention of the famous R&B artist Usher. Usher, in turn,
would create the foundation for Bieber’s career and the
future fame he was to receive from fans across the globe.
We have watched him grow and mature through media
and music, never fleeing the celebrity spotlight. With the
release of his fourth studio album last week, “Purpose,” one
is left wondering why it took this famous pop star years to
finally take control of his music career.
Bieber’s first and very successful debut album. “My
World 2.0” is full of classic Bieber hits such as, “Baby,”
“Somebody to Love” and “Eenie Meenie.” The music video
for “Baby” itself has over 1,200,000,000 hits that haven’t
stopped increasing since its initial release in February 2010.
The beginning of Bieber’s career was full of computer-enhanced beats and pre-pubescent vocals. Although
Bieber didn’t write all his songs himself, girls across the
globe fell in love with his music and teenage charms. Today
he writes his music, or at the very least co-writes. Looking back, Bieber followed the U.S. norm of pop music that
some other young pop artists follow today. He had little
say in his music in the beginning.
With the release of “Believe” in 2012, Bieber started to
mature in his music and slowly take control of his future.
His hit single “Boyfriend” went platinum or higher in six
countries including the U. S., meaning he has sold over one
million records in those countries respectively. This single
took a more acoustic pop route in music that complemented his new mature and breathy vocals. As an album,
“Believe” would be the preview to Bieber’s future music.
Along with “Boyfriend,” “Beauty and a Beat” was
released as a single. This song kept the upbeat rhythm of
the American pop influence in his music, and featured
then-new hit rapper Nicki Minaj. It was the only song on
Bieber’s “Believe” album to that was not co-written by
himself. Although the more generic, pop-esque songs of
Bieber’s rush to fame came fast and left even quicker, the
lyrics, rhythms and concert memories will always last with
his fans.
Bieber’s most recent and fourth studio album, “Purpose,” is full of EDM-mixed contemporary pop music that
allows vocals and instrumentals to shine equally. The lyrics
on “Purpose” are the most important factor that carry this
album above and beyond. All songs on this album were in
some way co-written by Bieber himself. The major theme
is his first love, Selena Gomez, whom Bieber talked about
with Ellen DeGeneres in a joking manner last week for
Ellen’s highly-anticipated Bieber Week, but stated that he
still cares for Gomez.
Bieber and Gomez both released full-length albums
this fall, giving both of them a voice after their breakup. In
Gomez’s album “Revival,” she also uses sad-but-seductive
lyrics that are considered to be in response to her breakup
with Bieber. Nevertheless, Bieber and Gomez share with
fans their emotions, whether it be about their breakup or
other areas of life, through their newly-matured lyrics.
Bieber shows this in many songs, one of which being
“Life Is Worth Living,” where he ties God and faith into
his reasons for living. He has never done this before, but
it allows more listeners to relate to his music in some way.
He sings, “What I’d give for my reflection/ Is a different
perception/ From what the world may see.” Bieber is now
taking on the much more confusing experiences of life in
his music and expressing his true self through those experiences in his lyrics.
Songs from “Purpose” such as, “Love Yourself,” “What
Do You Mean?” and “Life is Worth Living,” have Bieber
mixing slower, low-key electric tones that use synthesizers
and EDM rather than pre-mixed beats. This album is less
electropop than his previous work, which could explain its
success with Beliebers and non-Beliebers alike. His lyrics
have again matured and speak more about Bieber himself
and his experiences.
One can see that, through his new music, Bieber has
become more involved in his career. Finally, we get to see
the real 21-year-old, who’s now embracing his past and
using those unique experiences to give his music passion
and feeling. By taking control of his art, Bieber has shown
us how a young boy can develop in the spotlight, go awry,
but come back to humanity through music.
Maddelynne Parker is a freshman media arts and
design major. Contact Maddelynne at parkermn@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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Deane Geier (left) bows to her partner Patricia Yoder after a line dance. The two were part of a square dancing class that met each
Wednesday morning at the Sunnyside Retirement Community. Check out our photo gallery online at breezejmu.org/multimedia.

ABP | Students have been rebuilding for 10 years
from front

getting people back into neighborhoods,” Griffith said.
“Project Homecoming gets people back ... and allows
them to be home owners again.”
for community members to acquire jobs.
Joseph connected the number of devastated homes
JMU volunteers will stay in the Project Homecoming
Volunteer Village, a simplified lifestyle: dorm-style liv- remaining in New Orleans, to the size of the JMU
population.
ing, $6 a day for meals and assigned chores
“There are 30,000 homes left to be
to complete.
“I think one of the
built,” Joseph said. “If you take our stuThe 63 individuals attending this trip will
biggest things
dent population, with our faculty and
then be split into groups of about 10 people.
staff, and then take us again and split
Each of these small groups will be assigned a is community
us in half, so us plus one half, we’re all
house to refurbish for the week. Small group
and getting
without homes.”
leader Misty Newman explained how ProjTo Griffith and Joseph, ABP goes
ect Homecoming makes this experience people back into
beyond just volunteering. It gives stupersonal.
neighborhoods.”
dents the sense of community. That
“[Project Homecoming] provides a biogsense of togetherness lasts well beyond
raphy of each family,” Newman said “It Austin Griffith
the trip’s ending.
won’t be, ‘I’m working on 123 S. Main St.’ senior psychology
“The relationships you build on
You’re working on Harold’s home and that’s major and site leader
these trips are deeper — they last lonvery meaningful.”
ger,” Griffith said.
Many volunteers get the opportunity
Joseph described her experiences on
of meeting homeowners, who have been
displaced for 10 years, and seeing the pure joy and grat- these alternative break trips as life changing.
ification they have.
“Service fuels my life now and if I didn’t serve, my life
Austin Griffith, senior psychology major and first-time would lose a lot of meaning,” Joseph said.
student site leader, touched on the most meaningful part
of the upcoming trip.
CONTACT Caroline Jansen at
“I think one of the biggest things is community and jansencr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Reign of the rink

JMU club ice hockey in the midst of its first season in a higher division
By MATT TYSON
The Breeze

COURTESY OF JMU CLUB ICE HOCKEY

Club president and senior defender Justin Wolf anticipates the puck at Main
Street Arena in Charlottesville.

The 2015 season has been a big year for JMU
club ice hockey. For the first time since the team’s
founding in the 2007, the Dukes have moved up from
Division III to Division II.
The team had spent the last seven years in the
Blue Ridge Hockey Conference, where it played
successfully. These years included winning backto-back BRHC Championships in 2013 and 2014.
JMU’s talent made it hard for the D-II Atlantic Coast
Collegiate Hockey League to not move the team up.
“The ACCHL has been trying to recruit our team to
move up and join this conference for the past three
seasons,” former goalie and head coach Alex Parker
said. “We have the talent to compete with this league
but also it makes sense geographically.”
This new league wanted JMU to join so badly that
special accommodations were made to help bring the
Dukes among its ranks.
“In order to get into one of the team’s divisions,
they usually need to vote to accept you,” senior team
president, defender and health science major Justin
Wolf said. “Their commissioner wanted us so badly
that he waived the voting. Every team waived the
voting.”
The ACCHL is split into three divisions. Within
JMU’S division, the Dukes are now with the University
of Virginia, Duke University, Elon University and the
University North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Bigger name
schools bring bigger opportunities for the JMU team.
“When you’re telling a recruit we’re playing UNC
Tar Heels, Duke, Navy or U.Va, it’s pretty cool you’re
playing these big name teams,” Parker said.
While tryout numbers have generally increased
year after year, there was an even larger upswing
than normal for the team this season. After tryouts
in September at Main Street Arena in Charlottesville,
the team usually takes a smaller group to Columbia,
Maryland, to play a youth travel team for another
kind of tryout. The team normally takes 23 or 24
recruits to this event — this year it took 28.
Among the new players to the team this year is
freshman forward and finance major Keegan Kelly. In
his short time with the program Kelly has established
himself as a standout player with 15 goals and seven
assists.
“Coming into the team I hoped I’d be able to earn
my spot and just contribute as much as possible,”

Kelly said. “I hoped to play a big role but I didn’t
expect it or demand it.”
He was also named ACCHL Player of the Week on
Nov. 8 for his efforts in a triple-header around the
Philadelphia area that weekend. For Kelly, joining the
Dukes has been an experience that’s only heightened
by the team joining a higher division.
“The team’s been awesome, it’s exactly what you’d
want with a club sport,” Kelly said. “We’ve been
having a competitive season thus far while also just
have a lot of fun with it.”
While this season’s move has been helpful from a
name recognition standpoint, the team also hoped to
get some more help at home as well.
Since there’s no ice rink in Harrisonburg, the Dukes
have to practice and play home games at the Main
Street Arena in Charlottesville. Practices have to run
late, starting at 11 p.m. on Wednesdays. This, along
with travel distances for away games, forces the team
to run a $44,000 budget.
“The way that UREC allocates its funds is you
have the points system,” Parker said. “The maximum
amount of money you can get is $1,850.”
According to Wolf, members are paying a
minimum of $1,000 in dues.
The team can burn through its UREC funds in just
a week because of renting vans for practice, trips as
well as renting the arena. To help the team prepare for
a new division and conference, it decided to set up a
GoFundMe. It was able to raise over $8,000, but that
still isn’t enough to cover a significant amount of its
budget.
“The team could grow extensively with the right
amount of money,” Wolf said.
Budget issues aside, the Dukes hope that a
competitive team in a big name conference will
encourage more fans to make the drive down to
Charlottesville.
While it may be an hour away, the team believes
that the atmosphere at Main Street Arena is one that
can compete with any sporting event JMU has to offer.
Up next for the 5-5 Dukes is division rival U.Va at
Main Street Arena on Dec. 4 at 9 p.m.
“Imagine you’re sitting in the front three rows at Cameron Indoor Stadium for a Duke-UNC game,” Parker said.
“It might be a stretch to compare JMU-U.Va ice hockey to
Duke-UNC basketball, but if you’re looking for that kind
of experience, JMU hockey is going to be that experience.”
CONTACT Matt Tyson at tysonme@dukes.jmu.edu.

ONLY ONE REMAINS
JMU prepares for its regular season finale against Villanova University Saturday

SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE

Sophomore quarterback Bryan Schor steps back to pass during the Dukes’ Tuesday afternoon practice at Bridgeforth Stadium. Schor led a last-minute, game-winning drive against Delaware last Saturday.
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

The No. 12-ranked Dukes (8-2 overall, 5-2 Colonial Athletic
Association) head into the final weekend of the regular season
poised for their second playoff berth in as many seasons. But
first they must go through rival Villanova University (6-4, 5-2
CAA), which is riding high after its thrilling 21-20 upset win
over the No. 14-ranked University Richmond last week. With
playoff implications on the line, both teams should be ready
for this matchup.

1. Villanova, a tough opponent
JMU has had a historic season, leading the nation in multiple offensive categories while winning a program-best seven
straight games to start the season. But the Dukes have struggled against the top dogs in the CAA, and Villanova presents
a brand new challenge.
After losing in back-to-back weeks to Richmond and the
College of William & Mary, it seemed as if the Dukes had fallen
off track. But they got back in the win column with last weekend’s comeback 24-21 win over the University of Delaware.
“It was reassuring to let us know that we’re not invincible,” junior wide receiver Brandon Ravenel said. “We’ve been
putting up crazy numbers all year, to have a game like that
humbles you.”
The Wildcats enter week No. 12 of the regular season with an
identical conference record to JMU, not nationally ranked but
sitting right outside the STATS Football Championship Subdivision Top 25. In the CAA, Villanova leads all teams with
the toughest defense to score on in the conference, holding
opponents to 16.4 points per game. The Wildcats have been
especially difficult to beat through the air, sitting behind only
Stony Brook University in passing yards allowed per game.
“I think we have a pretty solid game plan,” Ravenel said.

“We’re going to come out and be better than we were last
weekend.”

2. Playoff situation
For the Dukes, playoffs start now. With William & Mary sitting at the top of the CAA with a 6-1 conference record, JMU,
Richmond and Villanova all sit right behind the Tribe at 5-2.
And with the Tribe and Spiders squaring off in Richmond for
their season finale, playoff implications are at an all-time high.
While the CAA doesn’t have a conference championship
game, a win over the Wildcats coupled with a William & Mary
loss would result in a shared title between JMU, William &
Mary and Richmond. Also in that scenario, Richmond would
receive the CAA’s automatic bid to the playoff.
Redshirt sophomore linebacker Kyre Hawkins doesn’t see
anything different heading into such a crucial game.
“We honestly just approach these games as just another
week to get better, another week for us to put in work and
another week for us to train,” Hawkins said. “There’s no difference for us, we just do what we do.”
While all four teams are currently competing for their share
of a conference title, all of them appear poised to qualify for
the FCS playoffs. Twenty-four teams, including 10 automatic
qualifiers and 14 at-large qualifiers, will be selected by the FCS
playoff selection committee to compete for the FCS championship. ESPNU will be televising the selection show, beginning
Sunday morning at 11 a.m.

3. Crunch time
The average scoring differential between JMU and opponents over the Dukes’ last three games has been a little over
five points, bringing the game down to the wire in the fourth
quarter in three straight contests. While JMU didn’t come out
on top in two of those games, its experience in crunch time

could prove valuable heading into its matchup with Villanova.
Hawkins explained the coaching staff’s insistence on stressing fourth quarter play.
“Coach Withers has been making a huge emphasis on closing games all season,” Hawkins said. “We definitely try to focus
on finishing because when we play well we don’t want lose it
in the final minute.”
On the season, JMU outscored opponents 86-79 in the
fourth quarter, a +7 differential that looks miniscule compared
to its first quarter numbers (+81).
The Wildcats stay fairly consistent across the game, but outscore opponents 76-45 (+31) in the final quarter. If the Dukes
are going to want to come out of Bridgeforth with a win Saturday afternoon, then they will need to hold their own in the
fourth.

4. Senior Day
As the end of the regular season rolls around, the team
begins to say farewell to seniors who have led different facets
of this program over the past four years.
“I’ve been around this group for almost two years now,”
Withers said. “This senior class has done a really, really good
job of not only understanding what we wanted to do, but also
executing what we wanted to do in our culture … Hats off to
that group because they’ve been awesome all year long.”
Ten seniors will be taking the field for one of the final games
of their collegiate careers, highlighted by captains Deane
Cheatham and Alex Mosley, as well as kicker Ryan Maglio
and offensive linemen Dominick Richards and Austin Lane.
Injured quarterback Vad Lee will be attending one of his final
games as a member of the program as well, but will remain on
the sidelines after his season-ending foot injury.
Kickoff from Bridgeforth Stadium is Saturday at noon.
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at weyricma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Caa | JMU is hosting the tournament after winning regular season title
from front

4-seeded Hofstra (21-10, 12-4 CAA), which plays Friday at 5 p.m.
JMU split its matches with Charleston this season, winning the
first 3-2 in October and losing the second meeting 3-0 earlier this
month. The Dukes defeated Hofstra twice, 3-2 in October and 3-1
two weeks ago.
“They’re both really good opponents, but we know that if
we just play our game we should be able to come out with a
‘W,’” senior setter Sarah Patterson said.
Patterson and fellow seniors Meghan Niski, Jaclyn Placha
and Sierra Hahn-Ventrell hope to become conference
champions before graduating. Niski sustained a knee injury
in the most recent match against Charleston and hasn’t seen
any action since.
“They’re great leaders, and they’ve worked hard to put

us in the position we’re in,” Steinbrecher said. “I think their
desire and work ethic plays a huge part in our success.”
The rest of the Dukes share this determination.
“I just want to win,” junior right side hitter Janey Goodman
said. “I’m a junior and I’ve gone two years of losing in the
CAA tournament, so this year I want to come out with a
different outcome.”
The Dukes lost to Hofstra in the CAA title game and
semifinals in 2013 and 2014, respectively.
“I’m really proud of what we’ve done so far in the season,
and I hope we can stay strong this weekend so we can finally
get that ring,” Patterson said.
While JMU dropped the last regular season game and
lost the past two seasons in the tournament, Steinbrecher
believes that her team can turn things around and finally
reach its goal.

“I think we need to put up high, efficient [offensive]
numbers, and slow down the other team with our defense,”
Steinbrecher said. “Our offense is definitely our strong suit,
it’s what we’re best at.”
If the Dukes win their match on Saturday they’ll advance
to the championship on Sunday at noon.
“Ever since I came here my dream has been winning the
CAA and getting that ring,” Patterson said. “With this team,
our team chemistry and skills, I think we have the greatest
chance to win since I’ve been here.”
Should JMU win the CAA tournament, it would receive a bid to
the NCAA tournament. JMU has never made it past the first round
in the NCAA tournament, but should the Dukes make it in, theyhope to end that streak. The NCAA tournament begins on Dec. 4.
Contact Sammy Criscitello at criscisj@dukes.jmu.edu.

Commentary

Cam Newton is unlike any other quarterback in football

The Patriots are the most dominant team in the league
By Daniel ware
The Breeze

The best team in the NFL right
now is the New England Patriots.
They’ve been the most consistent
and dominant team of the year so
far. The Patriots boast the NFL’s
second-highest scoring offense
at 33.4 points per game and the
fourth-best scoring-defense, only
allowing 18.8 points per game.
The recent injuries to running
back Dion Lewis (ACL tear) and
wide receiver Julian Edelman
(broken foot) definitely hurt their
chances to go through the regular
season undefeated like they did in
2007. But just like that year, which
included the Spygate controversy,
the Patriots have motivation
to silence critics following the
ludicrous Deflategate investigation
by NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell.
They won’t be complacent at the
end of the season and rest starters
as a result of this, either. In the past,
teams that have locked up the No. 1
seed and home-field advantage in
the playoffs will do this so the team
is refreshed by the time January
comes around. Not this team.
If the team is 13-0 or 14-0, it’s
going for it. Keep in mind, back in
2007 the Patriots had the perfect
19-0 season ripped out of their
grasp by David Tyree’s helmet catch
in Super Bowl XLII. Even with the
injuries to Lewis and Edelman

(who should be back for the
playoffs), I still like their chances to
go undefeated again.
For their final seven games of the
regular season, the Patriots play
at home versus the Buffalo Bills,
who quarterback Tom Brady is 24-3
against, at the Peyton Manningless Broncos, home versus the
inconsistent Philadelphia Eagles,
at the Houston Texans, home
versus the Tennessee Titans and
then at the New York Jets and
Miami Dolphins to close things
out. If I’m the Patriots, no one on
that schedule scares me. Sure,
the Broncos have an incredible
defense, but how much are they
going to score with backup Brock
Osweiler at quarterback?
I think that when the dust settles
on this 2015 season, we’ll look
back and appreciate how good the
Patriots were despite how awful
much of the league was. They just
don’t make the idiotic mistakes
other teams do. I can’t even
imagine how another team would
have botched a game-winning drive
against the New York Giants given
the same scenario the Patriots had
this past Saturday.
They will go the Super Bowl this
year for a seventh time with Brady
and head coach Bill Belichick. As
long as they don’t face the Giants
again, I think they’ll go 19-0, too.
Contact Daniel Ware at
waredt@dukes.jmu.edu.

By Bennett Conlin
The Breeze

The New England Patriots have hogged the
media’s spotlight for almost a full calendar year
with both their on-field successes and their
off-field issues. Lost in the New England media
craze has been the stellar start to the season for
the Carolina Panthers, who boast a 9-0 record
on the season to match the Patriots’ undefeated
start.
While the Patriots are known for their
remarkable success over the past decade, the
Panthers have slowly been improving the past
few years and I believe they’re not only on the
same level as New England, but better.
Normally, the teams that win the most in
the NFL and have championship seasons are
the ones with the best quarterbacks. This year
is no different as teams like New England and
Carolina have thrived behind Tom Brady and
Cam Newton respectively, while others like the
Cleveland Browns have floundered under the
direction of quarterbacks like Josh McCown.
Quarterbacks play a key part in making an NFL
team great and Cam Newton is the reason the
Panthers are the best team in the NFL.
Newton provides Carolina with a weapon
that no other team even comes close to having.
Newton’s passing is one thing, but his ability to
run the football and keep the defense on its toes
is remarkable. His size alone makes him almost
impossible for defenses to stop in the run game
as his 6-foot-5-inch, 245-pound frame makes
him as big, if not bigger, than most linebackers.
Best of luck to defenses trying to stop him in
short yardage situations.
With rushing touchdowns in six of the
Panthers nine games, Newton has proven
himself as a commodity at the goal line

Men Against Breast Cancer Classic

Quarterfinals

Men’s Basketball
		 Friday 11/20

		

		

1 p.m.		
3:30 p.m.		

5 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

#5 College of Charleston vs. #4 Hofstra
#6 William & Mary vs. #3 UNCW

Semifinals
				
5 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Saturday 11/21
Winner Game 1 vs. #1 JMU
Winner Game 2 vs. #2 Towson

Championship
				
		

Contact Bennett Conlin at
conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.

Colonial Athletic Association Volleyball Tournament

					 Friday 11/20

		

alongside a powerful running back in Jonathan
Stewart. With both of those weapons in the
backfield it’s no surprise that the Panthers are
third in the NFL in both rushing yards per game
at 139.7 and in points per game with 28.3. Add in
Newton’s passing, which has steadily improved
over the years, and the Panthers have one of the
most underrated offenses in the NFL.
The Panthers defense is also quite
intimidating as it has two of the best linebackers
in the NFL in Luke Kuechly and Thomas Davis.
Davis ranks 25th in the NFL in total tackles even
though he failed to accumulate a tackle for the
first time since 2005 in the Panthers’ win over
the Titans last week. The defense ranks sixth best
in the NFL in points allowed at 19.4 points per
game in large part due to the play of its dynamic
linebacker duo.
An underrated aspect of the Panthers is their
recent success. They’ve been to the postseason
each of the last two years. Under the direction of
head coach Ron Rivera, this team has gone 2612-1 in the regular season the past three seasons
while proving it can be a consistent threat in
the NFL. I believe this is the year the team will
finally get over the hump and carry its regular
season success into the postseason.
I believe the Panthers are the most balanced
team in the NFL as their defense and offense are
incredibly well-rounded. To go along with their
balance, they have the most difficult player to
defend in the NFL in Newton and a team with
postseason experience. The Panthers deserve
more media attention than they’re currently
receiving, but don’t worry, they’ll get their fair
share when they’re hoisting the Lombardi trophy
over their heads in early February.

Noon		

Sunday 11/22
Winner Game 3 vs. Winner Game 4

			 Saturday 11/21
5 p.m. 		
7:30 p.m.		

JMU vs. Oral Roberts
UT Martin vs. FIU

			Sunday 11/22
1 p.m. 		
FIU vs. Oral Roberts
3:30 p.m.
JMU vs. UT Martin
			Tuesday 11/24
7 p.m.

		
*All games played in the Sinclair Gymnasium in Godwin Hall

UT Martin vs. Oral Roberts
JMU vs. FIU

JMU vs. Eastern Mennonite

*All games played in the Convocation Center

An unprecedented gift
Former JMU football player and current Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker Arthur Moats and his family donated $300,000 to university
Former JMU football player (2006-09), Arthur Moats, made a $300,000 donation to the
university this week. Moats is currently a linebacker for the Pittsburgh Steelers.
“This donation will have a huge impact on not just JMU but the city of Harrisonburg as
well,” Moats said in a JMU Athletics press release. “With that being said, we take great pride
in knowing we’re truly making a difference in the valley area and ultimately improving it.
The fact that we get to support JMU Athletics in the process is icing on the cake.”
Part of the gift from Moats and his wife Shonda will provide for an endowed scholarship
for the university’s studio art program as well as a full scholarship level annual fund gift
to the JMU Duke Club. Another part of the gift will go toward JMU’s new Convocation
Center. JMU has decided that the strength and conditioning area in the Plecker Athletic
Performance Center will be named in honor of the Moats family.
“It is difficult to find anyone with more purple pride than Arthur Moats,” JMU Director of
Athletics Jeff Bourne said in the release. “The gift by Arthur and Shonda Moats raises the bar
in terms of giving to the university across multiple areas and generosity by a former student
athlete. It is important to note that Arthur’s support for this university and the community
reaches far beyond his family’s financial support. He has been a frequent visitor over the

years and a close friend and advocate. When we talk about providing the model studentathlete experience at JMU, one need look no further than Arthur Moats for a living example.”
The donation is the largest gift to the university by an alumnus under the age of 30.
Moats was a distinguished player on defense during his time at JMU. In 2009 he was
awarded the Buck Buchanan Award as the nation’s top defensive player and was also named
a First Team All-American. In that year, Moats led the nation in tackles for loss with 23.5
and led all defensive linemen with 90 total tackles. He also added 11 sacks. He didn’t miss a
game in his career, and finished with 218 tackles, 48.5 tackles for loss, 29 sacks, four forced
fumbles, three fumble recoveries and two touchdowns.
Moats played four seasons with the Buffalo Bills while appearing in 59 games with 20
starts after being drafted in the sixth round of the 2010 NFL Draft. Moats then signed as a
free agent with the Steelers in 2014 and has made 19 starts in 26 total games. During his
six-year pro career, Moats has 110 tackles, 11 sacks, four forced fumbles and three fumble
recoveries.
- staff report

breezejmu.org

Thursday, November 19, 2015

11

F O L L OW
Homes for Rent
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

Large Student Friendly Victorian house now renting for
winter, 2015, has four bedrooms plus a bonus room office or den with separate entrance and bike storage
room, 2 full baths, living
room, eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, large front
porch w/ swing, Wi-Fi connection, all major kitchen appliances, Washer/ Dryer, new
roof, newly painted exterior,
off street parking for 4 -5
vehicles, 8 blocks from JMU,
4 blocks from Court Square
H’burg. NO PETS. $1500
month. Call 540-810-3631

Paradise City
The only strip club in the area
just 35 minutes away...

18 for admission 21+ to drink
Open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights
Ladies get in Free on Thursday
BYOB: "Bring your own beer"

Place your
classifieds
INTERESTED
IN
online at
CLASSIFIEDS?
breezejmu.org

www.paradisecitymathias.com 304.897.8200

SUBMIT YOURS AT BREEZEJMU.ORG

$1 first ten words
In print & online

Thinking of moving to the area?

LUNCH! LUNCH! LUNCH!
Chicken Charlie with Turkey
and more, Steak and Cheese

$287,500
Come see this charming new home built by

Blue Mountain Housewrights!
3 bedroom and 2 bath On 2/3 acres
All hardwood floors
Custom kitchen cabinets
High efficiency insulation/HVAC
Minutes from town in Keezletown
Sunroom overlooks year round stream

Call 540-434-6146 for an appointment

COME IN
AND TRY US!
And get $0.50 off
Lunch Sandwiches
1635 East Market 1731 South High St., 1741 E. Virginia Ave,
St, Harrisonburg, VA Harrisonburg, VA Harrisonburg, VA
540-432-1386
540-564-0416
540-442-1997

I met with
each bulle
LUNCH! LU
Chicken C
Come in a
50¢ off Lu

The secon
Don't wan
We have e
Try us and
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APP FEES

NOW SHOWING
MARVEL

AT THIS...

Coming to Foxhills Townhomes for 2016-17 Leases
1. Water Included
2. Electric with cap included
3. Gym membership included
4. Basic internet included
5. Basic cable included

1627 Devon Lane
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
504-432-5525 — 540-432-5592
sfurr@umicommunities.com — www.umicommunities.com

